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“The way we bring food to our tables is undergoing 
a dramatic evolution. Broad networks of social 
movements are working to change our view of food 
from a corporate commodity to a basic human right 
and a vital part of more sustainable futures.” 

The modern industrialized food system feeds more people at a 
lower cost than any other in human history, but its efficiency is 
offset by many social and environmental costs. Dr. Charles Levkoe 
is studying how we can build food systems that are more deeply 
rooted in the social, economic and ecological goals of sustainability. 

His research is documenting the successful development of 
sustainable food systems, such as urban agriculture projects, farm-to-
school programs, food hubs and food policy councils, across Canada 
and internationally. Exploring how these regional initiatives have 
built momentum and made connections between everyday life and 
issues at broader scales can reveal their potential to increase public 
engagement, develop comprehensive networks and impact policy.

The new Centre for Sustainable Food Systems, Research and 
Engagement at Lakehead University is the physical hub for Dr. 
Levkoe’s research in Thunder Bay and Northwestern Ontario, 
bringing together researchers, community practitioners, Indigenous 
peoples and the private sector locally, nationally, and internationally.
By contributing to critical discussions that inform theory, civil 
society action and integrative public policy and planning, his active 
community-campus approach is leading to a better understanding 
of the importance of, and connections between, social justice, 
ecological regeneration, regional economies and active democratic 
engagement around the world.

Dr. Levkoe’s research is supported by the Canada Research Chairs 
Program and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council. 
His expertise spans food security and food sovereignty, the social 
economy, urban policy, environmental sustainability and community-
based, participatory action research.
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